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Mearest Meighbor Ratio: 0.672503
Z-score: -2,1123227 &3

Significance Lewvel Critical value
(p-wvalue) (z-score)

0.01 gmm <-2.58
p-value: 0.034659 0.05 [ -2.58 - -1.96
oc.10 — -1.96 — -1.65
—- [ -1.65-1.65
010 3 1.65-1.96
0.05 @ 1.96-2.58
0.01 | =2.58
Significant Significant
= \¥
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Clustered Random Dispersed

Given the z-score of -2.11232240584, there is a less than 5% likelihood that this clustered
pattern could be the result of random chance.
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Given the z-score of 0.358621636163, the pattern does not appear to be significantly different
than random.
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1. Good Governance
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2 . Buchanan
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Model Summary
Model R R Square Adjusted R Square Std.EES;irr(;]ra(t): the
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=159,8 .ol See>a. Predictors: (Constant),
ANOVA?
Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
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1 Residual 159.095 317 .502
Total 175.191 319
ol Gollas  clai>l sla i3 a. Dependent Variable:
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B Std. Error Beta
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Model Summary
Model R R Square Adjusted R Square Std.EES;:'%ra?g the
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ANOVA?
Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
1 Regression .682 2 341 426 .654°
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Total 254.447 319
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Coefficients? 4'
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Coefficients . —’]3
Model t Sig.
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Model Summary
Model R R Square Adjusted R Square Std.EEs:’;ra(t); the
1 .2902 .084 .078 .68600
58,8 ol Seexa. Predictors: (Constant),
ANOVA?
Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
! Regression 13.687 2 6.843 14.542 .000°
Residual 149.179 317 471
Total 162.865 319
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Coefficients?®
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Model Coefficients ; Sig.
B Std. Error Beta
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Model oefficients ; Sig.
B Std. Error Beta
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Model Summary
. Std. Error of the
Model R R Square Adjusted R Square Estimate
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Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
1 Regression 4512 2 2.256 16.500 .000°
Residual 43.338 317 137
Total 47.850 319
aliwgogss slo,lis a. Dependent Variable:
&!59,8 ., 01,5 ze2b. Predictors: (Constant),
Coefficients?®
. - Standardized
Model Unstandardized Coefficients Coefficients t Sig.
B Std. Error Beta
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INTRODUCTION

Malthus (1798) Considered Natural Resources as the Factor of Economic growth
and Development. In the 1950s, Physical capital was considered the Most Important
factor of Economic growth, Romer (1986) Considered Human capital as the Factor of
Economic growth along with Physical capital. In this period, less Attention has been
paid to Social Interactions and the Role of VValues and Culture and, in General, Formal
and Informal Institutions in Economic growth and Development. In this period, less
Attention has been paid to Social Interactions and the Role of Values and Culture and,
in General, formal and Informal institutions in Economic growth and Development.
Traditionally, the Existence of three types of capital (natural, physical, and human
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capital) together was considered the most important Factor for Economic growth and
Development. Studies conducted in the category of economic growth accounting show
that the main part of the economic growth Achieved in Countries is not explained by
the traditional institutions of labor and capital. In endogenous growth models, it is
believed that the Internal Mechanisms of an Economy, which Provide Suitable
Conditions Including Education, Research and Development, and in General, Suitable
Social Infrastructure for Technological growth, play an effective role in Economic
growth.

The aim of the Presenters of Endogenous Growth Models is not to ignore the
Capital factor, but in a deeper analysis, they emphasize the factors that create
technology and its growth mechanism as the Main Source of Economic growth, one of
these factors is social capital. In Endogenous growth Patterns, in addition to the
Traditional factors Affecting growth (labor and capital), a Range of other Social-
political Approaches and Requirements Such as the Development of Human capital,
Creation of Social capital, Research and Development, Favorable Political Conditions,
and Economic Freedom are Emphasized. Therefore, the main goal of this Research is
that social capital has a greater impact on Economic growth during the period of 2009-
2021 in which group of Developed and Developing countries?

MATERIALS AND METHODS

In this Research, the Study of the Effect of Social capital on Economic growth in
Selected Developed and Developing countries based on theoretical and Empirical
Foundations, Especially Following the Research of Morgan et al. (2021), Relation (1)
has been described as the Experimental model of this Research.

GDPy = B, + B1Socy, + BoGsfie + BsLfie + BaTrie + Uy (1)

According to equation (1), the independent and dependent variables of the model are

The dependent variable:

GDP=the percentage of GDP changes (economic growth index)

Soc= Social capital index

Gfc= Capital stock (percentage of GDP)

Lf = Labor force (working population to total population)

Control variable:

Tr =The degree of openness of the economy (sum of exports and imports to GDP)

The Pooled intergroup (PMG) Method was developed by Pesran et al. (2001). It
estimates Homogeneity Coefficients for all Sections in the long run. However, in this
method, the estimated short-term Coefficients for Each Period are Heterogeneous to
Adjust toward the long-term Equilibrium. In this method, the Error Correction
Coefficient should be Negative and the Residual terms of the Error Correction Model
Should be Uncorrelated.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Social capital has had a Positive effect on Economic growth. So, increasing one
Unit of Social capital has led to an Increase of 1.28 Units in Economic growth.
Increasing one of the Capital stocks, the Economic growth has increased by 1.54 units.
An increase of one unit in the workforce Increases the Economic growth by 0.09 units.
The degree of openness of the economy has had a positive and significant effect on
economic growth. So, with an increase of one unit, the economic growth has increased
by 1.373 units

In the Long term, with the Increase of one Unit of Social capital, the
Gross Domestic Product per capita has increased by 1.24 units. With the Increase
of one Unit of Capital balance, the Gross Domestic Product has increased by
1.935 units.

With the Increase of one Unit of the Workforce, the Gross Domestic Product has
increased by 0.05 Units. With an increase of one Unit in the Degree of Openness of the
Economy, the Gross Domestic product has increased by 1.373 Units, according to the
Theories of Endogenous growth, the Increase in the Degree of Openness of the
Economy, through the improvement of technology, it can lead to an increase in GDP.

In the Short term in Selected Developing Countries, an Increase of one Unit of
Social capital has led to an Increase of 0.76 Units in Economic growth. With an increase
of one Unit in the Capital balance, the Economic growth has Increased to 0.0007 units.
The Labor Force has had a Positive Effect on Production and growth. So, with an
increase of one unit in the labor force, the gross domestic product has increased to 0.256
units. The degree of openness of the economy has had a positive and significant effect
on economic growth and has led to an increase of 0.21 points in the GDP. So, the
Degree of Openness of the Economy has led to an Increase of 0.05 Units in Economic
growth.

In the Long term, social capital has had a Positive and Significant Impact on the
Production of Economic growth. So, an increase of one Unit in the Indicators of Social
capital (Trust, Citizenship Participation, and Civil Participation) has led to a growth of
0.39 in Economic growth. In developing countries, the Impact of Social capital on
Increasing Economic Growth has been lower than in developed countries. This shows
that in developing countries, due to the low social capital indicators (Low level of
Public Participation and Civic Participation), it has had less Impact on Economic
growth. Capital stock has had a positive and significant effect on economic growth and
has led to an increase of 0.02 in the production of economic growth.

The workforce has had a positive and significant impact on the GDP. So, with the
increase of one unit of labor force, the economic growth has increased by 0.48 units.
The degree of openness of the economy has had a positive and significant effect on
economic growth and has led to an increase of 0.21 points in domestic economic
growth.



CONCLUSION

In Developing Countries, Governments Strengthen and Improve Economic growth
Through the Components of Social capital, including; Increasing People's trust in
Rulers and Increasing Social Partnerships between People.

Keywords: Social Capital, Economic Growth, Developed Countries, Developing
Countries, Panel ARDL.
JEL Classification: A14, C22.
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INTRODUCTION

The article examines the role of women in development and its connection to
gender inequalities. Throughout history, it has been agreed that the participation of all
humans, especially women, is essential for the development of society. Rather than
focusing solely on material changes, development should aim towards the elevation of
individuals and the reduction of inequalities in various dimensions. The level of
development of countries is directly related to the importance and status of women.
Women's participation in the management of political, economic, social, and cultural
affairs has a significant impact on the degree of development. Ester Boserup (1970)
emphasized that in economic development research, women's issues have received less
attention, while women play a key role in the economic system. According to the Global
Education Monitoring Report (2017), countries that emphasize the presence of women
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in parliament and legislative bodies spend more on social welfare than other countries.
"Nevertheless, men still dominate decision-making positions. For example, in
Australia, only 34% of senior executive staff and 27% of mission heads are women. As
of October 2017, only 11 women have held the position of president and 12 women
have served as prime ministers worldwide. Countries like Uganda and Argentina have
implemented quota laws to increase the number of women in political positions,
resulting in the election of capable officials. The presence of women in local positions
can have a positive impact on community health. For example, in India, the increasing
number of women policymakers has led to a greater emphasis on immunization
programs and educational opportunities for girls. In Brazil, female mayors have been
more successful than their male counterparts in expanding prenatal health and reducing
corruption. Women are less represented in educational management compared to
men." "In Europe, only 18% of full professors are women. In India, this figure rises to
26% and in Australia to 27%. Educational structures, cultural norms, and religious
beliefs are among the most important factors contributing to gender inequality.
Researchers have examined the impact of these factors, but there is a need for more
studies in this area. This research explores the impact of good governance on reducing
gender inequalities."

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The present research is an international study that analyzes and compares 144
countries around the world in terms of the Gender Inequality Index and the Good
Governance Index. Countries have been selected as the units of observation and
analysis.

Statistical information for the Gender Inequality Index is gathered from: the 2017
Global Gender Gap Report, the 2017 Gender Development Report, and the Good
Governance Index from the World Bank data from 2017. Gender development
indicators: Economic opportunity and participation, political empowerment, access to
education, health, and survival. Good governance indicators: Right to voice and
accountability, political stability and absence of violence/terrorism, government
effectiveness and efficiency, quality of laws and regulations, rule of law, and control of
corruption. The method of analysis is secondary analysis. This type of analysis involves
reviewing and reusing previously collected data for new purposes. This method allows
the researcher to provide new insights using existing data. The SPSS comprehensive
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software has been used to analyze information and causal relationships between
variables.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Analysis of data from 144 countries around the world shows that: good governance
is related to gender equality; that is, countries with higher scores in good governance
also show greater gender equality. In countries with good governance: opportunities
and economic participation for women, political empowerment, and access to
educational facilities are at higher levels.

The impact of good governance components:

— Rightto express opinions and accountability: This component reflects citizens'
participation in choosing the government, and the analysis results indicate that
in countries with greater freedom of expression, gender equality is also higher.

— Political stability: The more political stability there is, the higher gender
equality increases. Correlation results confirm that non-violence, terrorism,
and political stability are important factors in gender equality.

— Government efficiency: The quality of public services and government
commitment to implementing policies affect women's political empowerment
and access to education.

— Quality of laws and regulations: Effective laws can help improve the status of
gender equality, and results show that the quality of laws has a direct
relationship with women's life expectancy and health.

— Rule of law: The quality of law enforcement and the absence of corruption in
government institutions can contribute to gender equality. In countries with
weak rules of law, gender equality is usually low.

— Control of corruption: The existence of corruption and private interests in
political systems signifies weak governance, and controlling corruption helps
improve gender equality.

CONCLUSION

According to the research results: about one-third of global gender inequalities can
be explained by good governance components. Both formal and informal institutions
are considered influential factors in gender inequalities, but attention to informal
institutions (culture, customs) is also essential. Ultimately, good governance alone



cannot eliminate gender inequalities; rather, a combination of internal and external
factors also influences this area.

Keywords: Women, Good Governance Index, Gender Gap Index, Gender
Inequality, Women's Empowerment.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
PROBLEM STATEMENT

Today, the issue of inequality and spatial imbalances between urban and rural areas is an
important topic for economists and regional planners. The existence of economic duality, the
poles of growth, and the distribution of the rural regions are among the effects of this
phenomenon, for this purpose, achieving a balanced and integrated development in the
regional space, and creating a balanced and systematic hierarchy of settlements is one of the
basic needs. It seems that paying attention to small settlements is one of the solutions to balance
this situation. In this regard, the spatial distribution of the population in the countries, especially
the developing countries, shows the imbalance in the population settlement network and the
exploitation of territorial resources. In Iran, the spatial distribution network of the population
has transformed and changed with more or less speed in the past decades following the
transformation of socio-economic conditions, which is not without problems. For this reason,
by properly organizing the system of rural settlements in the field of regional spaces, taking
into account other spatial elements, the goals of land development will be effectively achieved.

THEORETICAL

In geographically based theories for spatial evaluation and analysis, several cases™ can be
mentioned, therefore, based on the growth pole theory economic activities concentrated in one
center can be the basis for the growth of other groups in innovative ways. According to the emphasis
of this approach on the activity of new industries, the growth pole is considered a dynamic and
highly coordinated set of industrial units around a scout sector or vanguard industry. In addition, the
basic priority of rural development was the rural economy, and planning for rural development
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relies on a lack of concentration, participation, and attention to the characteristics and capabilities
available at the local level. In this connection, the spatial distribution or flow of the population in
different areas, or other words, from one part to another, follows a different homogeneity, which is
also dependent on the social base of that area.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

In the spatial analysis method, tools such as spatial autocorrelation, high and low
clustering, hot spots, cluster analysis, inverse spacing, Thiessen polygon, etc. are used
in ArcMap software. The basic assumption in the spatial analysis method is that each
factor is related to a specific subset. In this way, there is a definite classification
regarding the number of research factors. Therefore, the current research is practical
and the primary data is prepared with an analytical-descriptive approach by collecting
data in the form of statistics, documents, and libraries. The statistical population of this
study is 73 villages of Shabstar city. In this research, first, the geographical coordinates
of each village were obtained. Then, the population of each village was extracted using
the population and housing census statistics of 2015 and 2015. Finally, the initial data
was entered into ArcGIS Pro 3.1 software and tools. Spatial analysis and spatial
statistics were used to analyze the spatial distribution of the population in the villages.

RESEARCH FINDINGS

Spatial data analysis is very efficient and shapes spatial points or addresses (such as
geographical, social, or features) in spatial modeling with time series analysis. The patterns
obtained using spatial analysis tools make it possible to identify cross-sectional and
longitudinal correlations by locating entities in a variety of maps. By generalizing concepts
such as demography and psychometrics, etc., spatial models can show a variety of influences
(spatial hotspots, spatial autocorrelation, and location change) that affect decision-making
behavior (Hogblade, 2010). Also, in pattern explanation and spatial analysis, the global use of
geographic information systems (GIS) and location analysis is expected to double by 2023.
Based on this, data containing geographic information promises insight about it. According to
this information, to achieve the primary results of the research as best as possible, it is
necessary to first extract the demographic information of each village by using statistical data
on population and housing in the years 2015 and 2016.

CONCLUSION

The final results of the study of our population trend between 2015 and 2016 show the increase
in population density with time. Based on this, according to the population hot spot in 1385, which
was only in one part, this trend increased in the following years, and in the next 10 years, i.e., in 2015,
it led to several population density hot spots. Despite the existence of settlements with a random pattern
in Shabestar City, the population expansion will lead to the formation of cluster settlements in the
future. In other words, the population is moving from a scattered to a clustered pattern.

Keywords: Spatial Analysis, Population Flow, Rural Settlements, Shabestar County.
JEL Classification: C31, R12, A39.
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INTRODUCTION

This study aims to sociologically examine the performance of accelerators under
the Vice-Presidency for Science and Technology in enhancing the country's knowledge
and technology. This research also intends to explore the impact of social and legal
support, as well as financial backing provided by the Vice-Presidency for Science and
Technology and other entrepreneurship ecosystem indicators, on the performance of
these accelerator centers. The primary focus is on the impact of these factors on the
performance of the acceleration centers and finally, improving the country's knowledge
and technology.

Norton and Kaplan's theory (1992), which has been further developed, emphasizes
the importance of using a balanced scorecard. They argue that modern conditions and
the complexity of managing an organization require managers to simultaneously
observe performance in several areas. According to them, the balanced scorecard
allows managers to view business from four crucial perspectives and answer four
fundamental questions:
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e How do customers see us? (Customer Perspective)

e In what areas must we excel? (Internal Perspective)

e Can we continue to improve and create value? (Innovation and Learning

Perspective)

e How do we look to shareholders? (Financial Perspective)

These four perspectives are interconnected and collectively form the overall
performance of an organization, which serves as the dependent variable in this research.

Additionally, one of the theories that can be used to determine the factors
influencing the performance of accelerators is the entrepreneurship ecosystem.
Eisenberg (2010), in his study "How to Start an Entrepreneurial Revolution?" examined
the environment conducive to entrepreneurship in general. The entrepreneurship
ecosystem refers to agents, organizations, or external institutions that influence an
individual's decision to become an entrepreneur and their subsequent success or failure.
In this research, indicators of support and backing, policy evaluation, financial
resources, and capital have been used as independent variables based on this concept.

METHODOLGY

This research, which is a survey type, was conducted all over the country and in
the form of a pre-test in the fall of 1400 and the final test in the spring of 1401.
Considering the conditions of COVID-19 and the wide presence of accelerators
throughout the country, an online questionnaire was designed and distributed virtually
among the statistical community. The collected data were then analyzed and examined.

Given that this research seeks to sociologically examine the performance of
acceleration centers under the Vice-Presidency for Science and Technology, it is
necessary to consider these centers as a whole. On the other hand, evaluating the
entrepreneurship ecosystem requires feedback from those employed at these centers.
Therefore, the unit of analysis in this study for the performance variable is the centers.
For the entrepreneurship ecosystem evaluation variable, it is one of the board members
of the acceleration centers. The overall sampling method used in this survey was
convenience sampling, with 110 statistical data points. Considering the lack of a similar
example in the country, generalization is not necessary. It is noteworthy that the
performance variable was collected based on existing information from the Vice-
Presidency for Science and the entrepreneurship ecosystem evaluation variable based
on the responses from the agents of the acceleration centers.

RESULT AND DISCUSION

The average age of the respondents in this study is 37.30 years, with a median of

36 years, meaning half of the agents are younger and the other half are older than 36
years. This suggests that the studied population is relatively young. The gender data
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show that 11.8% of the respondents are women, and 88.2% are men, indicating a
significant gender inequality among active agents in the accelerators, with less
utilization of highly educated and elite women's capabilities in this sector. Additionally,
a considerable majority of the active respondents in accelerators, about 70.6%, are
based in Tehran province, followed by 4.4% in Qom province. This demonstrates an
unequal and asymmetric distribution of accelerators across the provinces, which could
pose numerous challenges for balanced development in the future. This shows that the
policies of the Presidential Office of Science and Technology have not been able to
promote more development in underdeveloped regions and, as a result, exacerbate

inequality and heterogeneity in the country's development.

The distribution of the dependent variable shows that 11.8% of accelerators are at
a very low level, 29.4% at a low level, 42.6% at a medium level, 14.7% at a high level,
and 1.5% at a very high level. The mean and median of the data on a scale of zero to
ten are 4.31 and 4.21, respectively, with a standard deviation of 1.88, indicating a
moderate level of dispersion among accelerators.

To test the hypotheses, considering the significance level of the existing
correlations, it can be said that among all these factors, only the "ambiguity" in the
evaluation of support and backing in business has a somewhat weak inverse relationship
(—0.260) with performance. This means that increased ambiguity among agents
regarding business processes leads to a decline in accelerator performance.
Consequently, there is a relationship between the evaluation of support by the agents
of acceleration centers and the performance of these centers.

CONCLUSION

The results of this study show that the respondents have a rather pessimistic view
of the current state regarding three dimensions of the entrepreneurship ecosystem:
policy, financial resources, and support, based on the factor analysis. The relatively low
variance in the dimensions of the entrepreneurship ecosystem evaluation variable and
its factors indicates a shared perspective among the respondents. This common
interpretation indicates a mismatch in the conditions faced by agents and accelerators.
One important aspect to consider is the distinction between the real entrepreneurship
ecosystem in the country and the agents' evaluation of it. Although these two aspects
are not completely congruent, it is clear that a common understanding of factors is
likely to arise from actual ecosystem conditions.

So the basic step in current policies seems to be inherently flawed. The main
construct of these policies is to provide extensive, mainly financial, support and backing
for new businesses, knowledge-based companies, or knowledge-based centers. This
greenhouse nurturing has not led to better or stronger performance but rather
encouraged the registration of numerous superficial accelerators. This study indicates



that the policies and laws applied to accelerators are overly rigid, continuous, and
outdated, rarely reviewed or revised to meet the country's needs and the approach of
creative destruction. However, new and unprecedented opportunities lie ahead for the
country and the accelerators. Therefore, it is necessary to take full advantage of the
many opportunities available.

Keywords: Accelerator; Entrepreneurship Ecosystem; Key Performance Indicator;
Performance Indicator.
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INTRODUCTION

Social responsibility is a coping strategy to respond to social, environmental, and
sustainable development concerns. Various factors can affect responsibility, life
satisfaction is one of the important factors affecting social responsibility and it is one
of the factors that can affect different parts of life in society. The achievement of the
needs that a person has in his life is the most important factor in his request to enter
social life, if people's needs are not met or are delayed, this feeling emerges in them
that they will not achieve their goals in their social life. Dissatisfaction can be caused
by various reasons, such as lack of access to amenities, the right to self-determination,
making decisions to solve life's challenges, having security, and thousands of other
goals and needs that humans consider themselves entitled to provide. In critical
situations human society faces a pervasive danger, not only do the risks affect
individual and social structures and human relationships, but the resulting stress as well
as the changes that occur in people's lifestyles and quality of life can also affect the
satisfaction of life. The purpose of the current research is to explain the sociological
relationship between life satisfaction and social responsibility, which was done after
the end of the Covid-19 epidemic. The theoretical framework of the research is based
on the fact that life satisfaction depends on a person's perception of his life, but if this
thinking and perception of life are positive and they are satisfied with their life, this
satisfaction extends to other parts of life as well. According to Felger and Crapanzano's
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theory, it is people's thoughts and their behavioral discretion that determine their level
of responsibility. Also, according to Kreizberg, satisfaction or dissatisfaction from one
part of life is generalized to other parts of people's lives. Satisfaction with one part of
life, such as satisfaction with income, will affect other aspects of a person's life. One of
the most important of these effects is helping to play a role and duty towards others,
which is manifested in the form of social responsibility.

MATERIALS AND METHODS:

The current research method is a survey and the statistical population of the research is
adults between 18- and 70 years old living in Tabriz city in 1401. According to the latest official
statistics in 2019, Tabriz has a population of 1,584,855 people, of which nearly 750,000 people
are between the ages of 18 and 70 (National Statistics Portal, 1401). The sample size was
determined using Cochran's formula of 384 people, cluster sampling method, and random
selection of samples. The information needed for the research has been collected through a
questionnaire whose questions are based on rewriting the questions of standard questionnaires.
To measure social responsibility by combining and rewriting the questions of Mergler and Shield
(2016), Harrison Goff (1995), and Nemati questionnaire (2016), this variable was measured with
42 questions and seven dimensions of self-management, orderliness, legality, trustworthiness,
Conscientiousness, organization, progressiveness. Diener's (1989) questionnaire was used to
measure life satisfaction.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Based on the findings of the present research, there is a significant and direct relationship
between the variable of life satisfaction and social responsibility, that is, with the increase in
life satisfaction, social responsibility also increases. The difference in the average social
responsibility of the respondents is significant according to gender. According to the findings,
the variable mean is higher in men than in women, and in other words, men seem to have
higher social responsibility. Also, there is a significant difference between the average
responsibilities of people according to education. However, there is no significant relationship
between people's age and social responsibility.

CONCLUSION

Considering the relationship between employment and social responsibility, and
the low level of social responsibility among people working in the public sector after
the coronavirus pandemic crisis, it Is suggested to pay more attention to the activities
and relationships of people in the workplace. According to the findings, taking
measures to increase satisfaction with the work environment can become the basis for
strengthening the sense of responsibility in them. Also, considering the direct
relationship between life satisfaction and social responsibility, it is necessary to take
measures to increase satisfaction among members of society by reducing the
consequences of the crisis, which is effective on the thoughts that create social actions.

Keywords: Satisfaction with life, Corona pandemic crisis, Social responsibility, Tabriz,
Covid-19.
JEL Classification: M14, P36, 112.
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ABSTRACT

Altruism is a social action whose current and sari is a sign of social connection
and it provides vital help to the durability of social order, prevention, control, and
treatment of social issues as well as the development and excellence of moral virtues.
Therefore, the spread of such an important value among social strata, especially
students, is fundamental and fruitful. How prevalent is altruism among students? And
what kind of cultural values is this important? The present study was conducted to
investigate the impact of individualistic and collectivist cultural values on the altruistic
behavior of 1736 high school male students of Juybar City. Using the Cochran formula
and cluster random sampling method, 320 students were selected and using the standard
questionnaires of Carlo and Randall (2003) to measure the altruism tendency of these
students and Sivadas et al. (2008) to measure individualistic and collective cultural
values. According to them, the desired data were collected. The findings showed that
cultural values are not opposite poles and we are witnessing the mixing of
individualistic and collectivist cultural values with a relative increase in individualism.
The results of the regression analysis also indicate that among the variables of cultural
values, the variable of individualistic cultural values has no effect on the tendency
towards altruistic behaviors of these students, but collectivist cultural values have an
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effect on the tendency towards altruistic behaviors and the dimensions of altruistic
behaviors (submissiveness, critical situation, emotional and anonymous) have had a
positive impact on these students.

INTRODUCTION

One of the strategic goals of education systems is to raise successful people in life
and society. In different conditions and situations, individual and collective interests of
people come into conflict with each other. In such a situation, people should consider
the interests and values of others in addition to their identity and independent
personality. Altruistic people are those who put the interests of others before their
interests and have the characteristics of a sense of duty towards others. Altruism is
motivated by concern for others. The desirable social behaviors of adolescents do not
develop without environmental influences, because they are part of a large system that
includes family, school, peer group, social values, and historical context. Because
teenagers have high cultural acceptance and are more familiar with new technologies
and new ideas and identities, as well as high population density and high travel
acceptability and being in contact with diverse cultures and changing lifestyles from
agriculture and tradition to industry and lack of investigation of cultural values and its
role in the tendency towards altruistic behavior of Mazandaran students, the purpose of
this research is to describe the degree of a tendency towards altruistic behavior and the
individualistic and collectivist cultural values of students and then to investigate the
influence of the tendency towards altruistic behavior from students' cultural values.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The current research was conducted using a survey method and a standard altruism
guestionnaire tool (Carlo and Randall, 2003) and cultural values of individualism and
collectivism (Sivadas et al., 2008). Revised Desirable Social Tendencies Scale (PTM-
R) from 5 subscales of anonymous desirable social behaviors (7 questions), desirable
altruistic and collective social behaviors (8 questions), desirable emotional social
behaviors (3 questions), desirable social behaviors It is formed in critical and
emergencies (4 questions) and desirable social behaviors of obedience (3 questions).
Carlo and Rundle reported the reliability of the questionnaire as 0.65, and Bardestani
(2013) reported the questionnaire as 0.67 and its validity as favorable. The
individualism and collectivism scale of Sivadas et al. (2008) has 16 items that measure
7 components of individualism and 9 components of collectivism. Sivadas et al. (2008)
have reported a reliability of 0.8. The statistical population of the study was 1736 male
students of the first secondary school of Juibar city and random sampling was a cluster
that was selected from the city and the village according to the Cochran formula, 320
people (160 from the village and 160 from the city) were selected from three schools.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The purpose of this research was to investigate the impact of individualistic and
collectivist cultural values on students' altruistic behaviors. The results of the research
show that the average tendency towards altruistic behavior of students is 3.7, the
average of individualistic cultural values is 4.1 and the average of collectivist cultural
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values is 3.9. There is no significant relationship between individualistic cultural values
and students' altruistic behaviors. There is a positive and significant relationship
between collectivist cultural values and students' altruistic behavior, which is in line
with the research results (Moorman and Blakely, 1995), (Golchin et al., 2015),
Lampridis and Papastiliano (2017) and (Mohammadi and Sheikh al-Islami, 1392). The
difference is that in the article about the role of cultural values in predicting altruism
through the mediation of responsibility in students of Shiraz University, there is a
significant positive relationship between individualism and altruism, and individualism
through the mediation of responsibility affects students' altruism. Tendency to altruistic
behaviors in anonymous, emotional, critical, and submissive situations has had a
positive and meaningful relationship with collectivist values. To explain the results,
considering that each theory highlights one of the dimensions of the subject and helps
to explain a multifaceted phenomenon. To reach a comprehensive explanation, it is
necessary to consider the complex issue of individualistic and collectivist cultural
values and their relationship with the tendency to altruistic behaviors in a systematic
way and different dimensions. The future world will face vast and deep social changes.
Each of the micro and macro level variables needs sociological analysis and research
so that detailed planning can be done based on this research. Every society has its own
time and place conditions, and it needs precise specialized planning to prevent crises
and grow and prosper. Planning should take into account the determining factors such
as demographic, economic, political, cultural, and social factors.

CONCLUSION

The results of this research show that the ratio of tendency to altruistic behavior
of students is 3.7. Behaviors based on spontaneity are increasing, which can reduce the
vulnerability of societies with diagnostic knowledge on altruism and sociological
planning. Two institutions, family and education, play a role in the socialization of
students and influence cultural values and altruistic behaviors. According to situational
theories, when people see the law by others, they are less likely to perform altruistic
behaviors. Desirable social behaviors of students do not develop without community
influences because they are part of a larger system that includes family, school, peer
group, social values, and historical context. In pre-modern societies, the bond between
members was the collective conscience. In this type of solidarity, the link between the
individual and the society is based on the moral opinion of the collective conscience,
and the moral dependence on coercion is the negation of individuality and identity. But
in modern society, it is solidarity over difference and differentiation that causes division
of labor. Here, solidarity is possible when each person has his field of action and his
personality. (Durkheim, 1384: 144). Students imitate what they see more than what
they hear; Therefore, to solve the problem, the words should be based on action, reality,
and operational results, and collectivism and altruism should be operationally observed
in everyday experiences in society. The groups to which a person belongs affect his
tendencies. Therefore, it is necessary to examine the motivation of group subcultures
and obstacles to collectivism and provide appropriate solutions based on each. In
addition to encouraging individualistic behaviors in the family and school, the
impossibility of people obtaining the tools needed to achieve the desired goals of
society affects individualism and altruistic behaviors. According to the results of this



research, the average of individualistic and collectivist cultural values in the city and
the countryside are close and have no significant difference. In many ways, virtual
space exposes people's minds to different cultures and inconsistent cognitions,
increases diversity in behaviors, and collectivist and altruistic behaviors influence
traditional cultural values. Society, like the human body, is made up of various parts
and elements, and the unfavorable function of each element, due to neglect or lack of
attention, disrupts the entire system. Therefore, it is necessary to comprehensively
examine the dimensions and consequences of past, present, and future behaviors based
on scientific methods with a sociological perspective, and by solving the problems
operationally, these behaviors should conclude that all people can be based on merit.
and a corresponding reward to step in the path of their growth and prosperity, which is
for the benefit of the whole society.

Keywords: Altruistic Behaviors, Cultural Values, Students.
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INTRODUCTION

As a multi-dimensional and subjective concept, life quality is influenced by
various socio-cultural, economic, and environmental factors (Nakova, 2023). It
includes mental well-being, health, education, job, social relationships, and personal
beliefs that reflect a person's overall satisfaction with life. This dynamic concept
depends on the culture and evolves. In comparing and evaluating the quality of life in
different contexts and societies, it is necessary to consider its various dimensions and
perspectives. Understanding and improving the quality of life requires a comprehensive
approach that covers both objective indicators and subjective perceptions. So that it can
highlight the complexity and interconnectedness of factors that contribute to overall
well-being (Hong, 2023). Quality of life is a vital concept with high research potential
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that affects various fields, including social development, politics, employment, and
international relations. Understanding and improving quality of life may lead to better
decision-making, resource allocation, and social development strategies, and
ultimately, the overall well-being of society (Nakova, 2023). It includes various aspects
such as work, love, social relationships, and spirituality. People differently understand
and prioritize these dimensions. The quality of life is not a static concept; however, it
changes based on experiences, circumstances, and personal growth. The evaluation of
life quality is culturally bounded; that is, the standards and values defining a good life
quality can differ in societies. Cultural norms and expectations play a decisive role in
the formation of people's understanding of well-being and satisfaction (Lolas, 2023).
This research aims to study the effect of cultural capital and nutritional literacy on
improving life quality.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

It is descriptive-explanatory research and practical research in terms of its purpose.
The statistical population of the research includes patients with heart attacks in Shahid
Madani Hospital of Tabriz. 200 patients were randomly selected as the study sample.
To collect research data, the quality-of-life scale, cultural capital scale, and nutritional
literacy scale were used. The scales are standard and their validity was confirmed in
many researches. The World Health Organization Quality of Life Scale (WHOQOL)
was used to measure the patient's quality of life. It has four subscales and two total
scores. The overall scores measure the patients' life quality and express their life
satisfaction level (Nejati and Ashairi, 2008: 60). This scale has four dimensions:
physical health, mental health, environmental health, quality of life, and general health.
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient in the present study is 0.88. Cultural capital was measured
using the Sharbatian and Eskandari Scale (2017). It has 13 items with five that measure
three subscales, each with a defined number of items. Its Cronbach's alpha coefficient
was 0.83. Nutritional literacy was measured using Hobi et al. Scale (2019). It measures
the awareness and knowledge of the citizens about sources of fats, consumption of fruits
and vegetables, snacks and sweets, and food groups. It has nine items whose Cronbach's
alpha coefficient was 0.62.

RESULTS AND DISCUSION

The results of the Pearson test showed that there is a positive and significant
relationship between cultural capital and life quality (sig= 0.403). Also, there is a
positive and significant relationship between nutritional literacy and life quality
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(sig=0.412). Among the cultural capital dimensions, environmental health has the
highest relationship with cultural capital and nutritional literacy, and mental health,
general health, and physical health are listed, respectively.

CONCLUSION

It can be said that environmental health is one of the important aspects of people's
life quality and increasing the cultural capital and nutritional literacy can significantly
improve people's quality of life. According to the obtained results, it is suggested that
more investments are required in cultural fields, including education, participation in
cultural activities, social networks, health awareness, and health, since higher
education, as a cultural capital, provides better job opportunities, more income, and
higher social status, all of which lead to an improvement in the people's life quality.
Participating in cultural activities (e.g. visiting museums, attending the theater,
participating in the arts) enriches one's life by broadening perspectives, increasing
creativity, and building social connections. Enriched social capital, as cultural capital,
can provide emotional support, job opportunities, and access to information, thereby
overall quality of life is improved. Health-related awareness and practices (e.g.,
nutrition, fitness, and mental health), as cultural capital, can improve life quality by
having a longer and healthier life. Cultural capital is the ability to navigate diverse
cultural contexts, which is increasingly important in global workplaces.

It can help better career development and interpersonal relationships. Public
policies, which increase access to cultural capital, may reduce the social inequalities on
the one hand and improve the overall quality of life on the other hand. Regarding
nutritional literacy, the following suggestions are offered: holding workshops and
training courses to familiarize people with the principles of healthy eating; Increasing
people's knowledge on healthy eating which leads to better food choices and improves
the life quality; Creating educational content in social networks using infographics and
short videos; Easy and widespread access to nutrition information through the mass
media can have a positive effect on public awareness; Planning and implementing
nutritional programs in schools to educate the students; the healthy eating habits in
children and teenagers can improve their life quality in the future; Supporting the
studies and research on the impact of nutritional literacy on various aspects of life
quality. The results of scientific research may help policymakers and experts to code
more effective programs and strategies to promote nutrition literacy; designing
educational and interactive applications and software to increase nutritional literacy.
Modern technologies increase people's access to nutrition education and increase the



effectiveness of education. Improving nutritional literacy has a significant effect on
improving people's life quality. Through education, media usage, counseling,
conducting scientific research, and also the use of new technologies, it will be possible
to increase public awareness of the life quality and improve the general health and well-
being of society.
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INTRODUCTION

Construction workers, who have their own job and income challenges due to their
low job skills and the stagnation of urban construction, are part of the social and
economic problems of the metropolis of Mashhad. This research aims to investigate the
process of becoming a worker among the groups of construction workers using the
qualitative approach and narrative analysis method, the life background of these
workers and the factors leading to becoming construction workers have been identified
and finally, the process model of their work life has been formulated.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Since the subject's characteristics and the nature of the research question determine the
appropriateness of one of the research methods, a qualitative approach has been used to
examine the work life of construction workers and the events preceding it. Among the existing
methods in the qualitative approach, the "narrative analysis" method has been used to discover
the processes leading to becoming a construction worker. Based on the logic of narrative
analysis, in the current research, instead of analyzing data to find characteristics and
dimensions, action or interaction has been discussed and investigated in the context of time to
explain how this action changes and to determine it despite the change in What are the
structural conditions that cause that action to remain the same?

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In general, the tradition of accompanying the father and hereditary labor on the
one hand, and migration to the metropolis has caused the continuation of daily wage

1. doi: 10.22051/1JOSED.2024.46802.1038

2. Associate Professor, Faculty of Letters and Humanities, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.
Email: m-kermani@um.ac.ir (correspondence author)

3. Associate Professor, Faculty of Letters and Humanities, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.
Email: asgharpour@um.ac.ir

4, M.Sc. Department of Social Sciences in Planning and Welfare, Tehran University, Tehran, Iran.
Email: mortezadayyaree@yahoo.com


https://doi.org/10.22051/ijosed.2024.46802.1038

labor, on the other hand. The findings show the importance of the caretaker crisis,
marginal life, and extensive deprivations that have caused the aggravation of poverty
among construction worker groups. Exclusion of workers and pushing them to the
sidelines has been the reason for the continued marginalization of workers and the
phenomenon of marginal people. The intervention of social policymakers to improve
safety in their work area is very necessary and reduces their vulnerability. Also, the
migration of workers has often taken place as a result of poverty. This has caused the
isolation of the workers and has caused serious problems for them.

The study of the work life of construction workers shows that people have turned to
construction work and participation in daily-wage labor fields in relatively specific ways. First,
the hereditary- labor in which, since childhood, people who dropped out of school have had a
strong presence in the labor fields, and this job activity has continued for years. The
commoditization of education and the increase in costs have finally prevented the continuation
of education and poverty of the household income has caused the worker to become an
inseparable element in people's lives from the elementary ages. Another path that has been
common among some construction workers has been the supervisor crisis and the need to earn
money. In the end, dealing with daily-wage workers has been done in the face of the crisis of
guardians and extreme poverty in a month, which is impossible in other cases" (Sadeghi, 2017:
159). Such a thing shows poverty, unemployment, the continuation of poverty, and its
aggravation. Deprivation of the insurance system causes construction workers to remain in the
labor fields until old age and be deprived of many occupational and social benefits despite
acute physical exhaustion.

CONCLUSION

The study of the work life of construction workers shows that people have turned to
construction work and participation in daily-wage labor fields in relatively specific ways. First,
hereditary- labor in which, since childhood, people who dropped out of school have had a
strong presence in the labor fields, and this job activity has continued for years. The
commoditization of education and the increase in costs have finally prevented the conventions
of education. The poverty of the household income has caused labor to become an inseparable
element in people's lives from an early age. Another path that has been common among some
construction workers has been the supervisor crisis and the need to earn money. In the end,
dealing with daily-wage workers has been done in the face of the crisis of guardians and
extreme poverty. Another important path has been facing unskilled post-immigration. The
failure in small towns and villages has pushed people towards urban life and has resulted in
the worsening of poverty and margin

The failure in small towns and villages has pushed people towards urban life, and
finally, people have experienced poverty and marginalization. Unsuccessful people are
people who, although they were not daily-wage and construction workers from the
beginning, but as a result of bankruptcy, stagnation, and the inability to earn money,
they turned to daily-wage labor.
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INTRODUCTION

Today, the issue of population decline is considered as a matter that challenges human
development. Therefore, many countries, including our country, are facing demographic
challenges, and there is much evidence of a decrease in the total fertility rate around the world
and in developing countries, in Iran, the total fertility rate was calculated as 1.74 children in
the year 1400. In 2015, the total fertility rate of Iran was calculated as 2.01 children. Before
entering the modern world, childbearing went through its natural form and each family usually
had 6 children, but with the entry into the modern world, individual, cultural, social and even
political causes and factors changed the natural process of childbearing, which followed this
Changin problems such as population aging, feminization of old age, and reduction of human
resources were created in the society. In the country of Iran, despite the use of a population
increase policy to solve the population crisis, the fertility rate is still low. Decisions related to
the size of the family and the number of children are in women's hands and are based on their
opinions and demands. Therefore, understanding the demands of women and policy-making
in the field of population has become important, and the purpose of this research is to
understand and identify the demands of women about having children, and to hear their
narratives and opinions regarding population policies.

METHODS

The current research is the result of qualitative research that was conducted to identify
and understand the demands of women in the field of population policies. The data of this
research was collected through semi-structured qualitative interviews with 17 married
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women living in Tehran who were between the ages of 25 and 38. Sampling in this research
was done based on the purposeful sampling method and the interviews continued until data
saturation was reached. Bad data saturation means that no new information is obtained from
the interviews. To ensure maximum diversity, the interviewed women were selected from
among working women, housewives, and academics. The interview questions were asked
flexibly to each of the participants based on the central questions of the research, and the
duration of the interview varied from 45 minutes to 90 minutes according to the responses
of the participants. In this research, according to the importance and necessity of
maintaining the confidentiality of information and people's characteristics and observing the
principles of research ethics, each participant has been given a pseudonym, and finally, the
obtained information has been analyzed using thematic analysis.

RESULTS

The results of this research show that the demands of women in the field of
population policies can be divided into 5 main categories: "all-round support for
mothers”, "medical support for mothers and babies", “cultural and spiritual support",
"social support” and "support Welfare" and13 sub-categories "pregnancy support",
""post-pregnancy support”, “fixing the price and needs of mother and baby", "improving
the performance of hospitals”, "psychotherapy and medical support for mothers",
"medical support for newborns”, "support "Education”, "Cultural investments",
"Material and spiritual support for youth", "Material support for working women",
"Combating social harms", "Providing welfare and recreational facilities” and

""Adapting urban space for mother and classified as "child".

CONCLUSION

In sum, the findings of the research show that, while emphasizing the economic problems
and their impact on childbearing, the participating women have demands in various economic,
social, medical, cultural, and welfare dimensions, and paying attention to their demands in
each of the dimensions can be an incentive to have more children. But the noteworthy point is
that among women's demands, economic demands have taken a larger share, because from
the point of view of the interviewees, economic problems are one of the obstacles to having
children, and by the theory of the economics of virgin fertility, in which having children has
an economic basis. Some are satisfied with one child due to economic issues; it can be said
Economic issues are one of the issues affecting childbearing, and if livelihood problems are
solved, the motivation of families to have children will increase. Based on this, policymakers
and social planners must pay more attention to women's demands, especially their economic
demands in this field, to realize population policies. Finally, to improve the implementation of
laws, the participants suggested the necessity of directly monitoring the implementation of
laws and paying attention to people’s demands, setting an example for other countries
regarding incentive schemes, setting an example for families with multiple children, and
introducing successful women with multiple children.

Keywords: Women, Population, Human Development, Women's Demands,
Population Policies.
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INTRODUCTION

Women, as one of the vital members of any society, play a vital role in the
decision-making process about having children. The tendency to have children among
women is influenced by various factors. One of the important factors related to the
tendency to have children in women is cultural and social factors. Social beliefs, values,
traditions, and commitments can have a significant impact on women's decision-
making about having children. For example, in some societies, childbearing is
considered a social and family duty, and women are pressured to take on a role as
mothers. Whereas in other societies, women can make decisions about having children
more freely and without social pressure. Therefore, considering the demographic
changes of recent decades and the necessity of adopting a clear and transparent policy
in the field of childbearing and the rate of population growth in the future, it is important
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to study the behaviors and ideals of childbearing of women and the cultural and social
factors that determine them. Accordingly, the present study aimed to study the factors
related to the tendency to have children among married women in Tabriz. Among the
various cultural and social factors involved in the field of childbearing, in this study,
the relationship between the variables of the use of new media, attention to the body
(maintaining fitness), social reflection, gender attitudes, and individualism with
childbearing is studied.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The current research is a survey and the data were collected using a questionnaire
in 2022 in Tabriz city. The statistical population includes married women aged 18-45
years. The sample size was estimated to be 384 people using Cochran's formula. The
sampling method is a multi-stage cluster. Two methods of face validity and construct
validity were used to determine the validity of the items. The reliability of the items
was measured by Cronbach's Alpha Coefficient which was higher than 0.70 for all
variables.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

As Table 1 shows, there is a significant inverse relationship between all
independent variables of the research and women's tendency to have children, so that
with increasing the rate of women's individualism, increasing the rate of women's social
reflection, increasing the amount of women's attention to their bodies, and the amount
of use of new media, women's tendency to have children decreases. Also, regarding the
relationship between gender attitude and childbearing tendency, it is observed that the
higher the score of women's gender attitude (i.e., the more modern it is), the lower the
tendency of women to have children.

Table 1. Correlation Test of Independent Variables with Women's Tendency
to Childbearing

Independent Variables Pearson correlation Sig.
Individualism 0.37 0.001

Social Reflexivity 0.34 0.001
Attention and attitude to the body 0.31 0.001
New Media 0.27 0.001

Gender attitudes 0.18 0.041
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To determine the effect of each of the independent variables on the dependent
variable, regression analysis has been discussed. Table 2 shows the multivariate
regression model of women's tendency to have children. The information in this table
shows that the multiple correlation is calculated to be equal to 0.64, which indicates
that the independent variables are simultaneously related to women's tendency to have
children. The coefficient of determination was calculated as 0.40. This means that 40%
of the changes in women's tendency to have children have been explained by the
mentioned variables. The standard effect coefficients in this table show that the
strongest predictors of women's tendency to have children are individualism (-0.36),
social reflection (-0.33), attention to the body (-0.31), use of new media (-0.25), and
gender attitudes (-0.16), respectively.

Table 2. Results of Multivariate Regression Test to explain respondents'
tendency to have children

Variable B Beta Sig R R? F Sig
Individualism 0.62 0.36 0.001
Social Reflexivity 0.55 0.33 0.001

Attention and attitude tothe | /g | 31 | 0001 | 064 | 040 | 9272 | 0.001

body
New Media 0.40 0.25 0.001
Gender attitudes 0.28 0.16 0.012
CONCLUSION

In analyzing the research findings, it can be said that the use of new media has
introduced people to experiences and lifestyles in other parts of the world.
Individualism has faced people with great changes and changes, and the increase in the
presence of women in society and consequently the increase in the level of education
and social reflection have become effective factors in changing the values and
behaviors of childbearing. With the transformation of the structure of Iranian society in
terms of economy and culture and the change in the normative system, the presence of
society and social and traditional forces in the lives of limited individuals and the
society's supervision of the behavior of its members have been weakened. These
developments have led to the expansion of individual freedoms, increased tolerance in
families and society, flexibility in the way of life, and the disruption of the gender
division of labor. Under the influence of these conditions, young women have



experienced and continue to experience a new change in the family and the values of
the family and society, including childbearing, by moving from community-based
values focused on primary needs to individual-centered values such as self-realization,
education, attention and attitude to the body, and avoiding the difficulties and
difficulties of childbearing.

Keywords: Tendency to Childbearing, Individualism, Social Reflexivity, Gender
Attitudes, Attention to the Body.
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INTRODUCTION

This article addresses the issue of violence against women worldwide and its
significance. Statistics indicate that at least one-third of women globally have
experienced violence, and this problem is increasing every year. The article presents
international studies that show the prevalence of violence against women ranging from
24 to 43 percent in different parts of the world. Cultural and social differences have
also contributed to a more precise definition of violence against women. Studies in Iran
also show that violence against women is a social problem. Domestic violence is
generally defined as any violent behavior intended to harm and cause pain to others.
The United Nations defines domestic violence as any gender-based violent behavior
that results in physical, sexual, psychological or suffering for women. Various social
factors can contribute to the occurrence of domestic violence against women. Violence
against women is a sociological issue that stems from social and cultural gender
disparities and differences. There are different theories to explain this phenomenon,
including the conflict theory, which argues that violence arises from conflicting
interests, the empowerment theory, which suggests that violence occurs due to women's
inability to access resources and capabilities, and the cultural theory, which emphasizes
that violence reinforces aspects of masculinity and power-seeking in culture. Each of
these theories points to different factors contributing to violence against women and
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proposes strategies and solutions to address this issue. However, a more in-depth
examination of the causes and mechanisms of violence against women is necessary for
a comprehensive understanding of this issue.

Additionally, commitment to cultural values and beliefs that either reinforce or
diminish violence can also be effective in reducing violence against women within
families. Factors such as commitment to religious beliefs, spousal selection methods,
and family interventions can also play a role in explaining husband-to-wife violence
within families. Finally, a thorough examination of the various factors contributing to
violence against women within families is needed for a complete understanding of this
phenomenon. Additionally, combining different theories and utilizing interdisciplinary
approaches to study this issue can lead to better experiences and more effective
solutions for combating violence against women in families.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

In this research, a descriptive-analytical cross-sectional method was employed.
Firstly, two healthcare centers in Urmia city were randomly selected after obtaining
ethical approval. Then, women who met the criteria for participation in the study were
chosen by providing an introduction letter and clear explanations. A questionnaire
consisting of demographic information and types of domestic violence was used.
Samples were collected through convenient and accessible sampling. The data were
analyzed using SPSS software, and appropriate statistical tests were employed to
examine relationships and differences. Percentage and correlation coefficients were
used to analyze quantitative data, while Fisher's exact test was used to analyze
qualitative data. A significance level of 0.05 was considered in this study. In light of
the data in Table 2, more than half of the women in the sample are over 31 years old.
55% of the sample women have husbands of the same age, while 41% have husbands
younger than them. 34% of the women have 2 children. 39% of the women have
education levels below diploma. The evidence shows the sample is at an average level,
in terms of literacy.

Types of domestic violence as follows:

Physical violence: Creating fear, corporal injury, imposing restrictions, denying
access to healthcare, sleep deprivation, forced drug use, etc.

Sexual violence: Sexual behavior accompanied by coercion, manipulation, or lack
of consent, forced virginity or genital inspection, verbal sexual abuse, non-consensual
touching, etc.

Economic violence: Controlling access to financial resources, preventing an
individual from using their capital, limiting access to resources that the victim may
need, or exploiting the victim's economic resources.

Psychological violence: Violent behavior that undermines dignity, honor, and self-
confidence. Includes constant criticism, belittling, verbal abuse, mockery, insults,
humiliation, and constant threats of divorce or remarriage.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The findings of this study indicate a significant correlation between the COVID-
19 crisis and the dimensions of violence against women. The women in the study
understood the impact of the COVID-19 crisis on all dimensions of violence against
women. These results are consistent with other studies conducted in this field. The
results of this study show a significant correlation between patriarchal beliefs and
violence against women. In other words, according to the women in this study,
patriarchal beliefs have an impact on all dimensions of violence against women.
Overall, the results of this study suggest that traditional upbringing can be considered
as one of the effective factors in increasing violence against women in the COVID-19
crisis. Primary education and learning in the family, school, and peer groups, along with
the influence of the media, can promote violence in society. As a result, individuals
inclined to use violence to force others to comply with their demands are educated.

Furthermore, during the COVID-19 pandemic, the responsibilities and duties of
women at home have increased, and they have acted as defenders of family health.
These additional duties and responsibilities for women can lead to factors such as
dissatisfaction, stress, and discomfort, which in turn increase the likelihood of violence
against women. According to the results of this study, the number of children women
have is not directly related to violence against women. However, women with four or
more children experience the lowest levels of violence, while women with three
children experience the highest levels of violence.

The level of violence against women and the number of their children are related
to each other. However, further and more accurate research is needed to understand this
relationship. Based on the results of this study, violence against women varies based on
their education levels. Women with postgraduate education experience more violence
compared to others. Violence against women also varies based on their husbands'
occupations. Domestic violence against women whose husbands are laborers is higher,
and this group of women experiences more violence compared to others. Violence
against women also varies based on their income levels, and the average scores of
domestic violence against women with an income between 3 to 6 million tomans and
lower is significantly higher than women with higher incomes. The relationship
between violence against women and their husbands' income is statistically significant,
with domestic violence being lower for women whose husbands' income is between 6
to 9 million tomans and higher.

CONCLUSION

In general, the results indicate that the economic factor has a significant impact on
domestic violence against women in Urmia city. In comparison to other factors, this
factor has a stronger relationship. In Urmia, patriarchal power and gender inequality
are deeply rooted, and families and social relationships are often characterized by



imbalance and strong hierarchies. The World Health Organization's recommendation
to prevent violence against women includes strengthening women's economic rights
and addressing gender inequalities, providing access to formal employment and wages,
and providing at least secondary education. In 2015, the United Nations launched the
Essential Services Package for women and girls experiencing violence, which
emphasizes the importance of providing coordinated multi-sectoral services. Primary
health care centers should support the victims and provide information about the
perpetrators to the police and relevant authorities. Paying attention to the cultural
beliefs of the victims and alignment with the local culture and structures is also
important.

Keywords: Domestic Violence, Patriarchy, Income, Women, Urumia City.
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INTRODUCTION

Although efforts have been organized and planned in the way of development and
modernity since 150 years ago in Iran, there has been no significant progress in
synchronizing with the advanced world and developing the model of modernity and
development. What has been presented in this article, apart from a comprehensive
review of the most important historical passages aimed at development in the history
of the past 150 years of Iran, which here has the role of expressing the problem; is all
in the direction of clarifying the theory that was built about twenty years ago in the
book "Development and Inequality” and it is necessary to mention that fifteen years
after the publication of that book, Daron Ajmoglu and James Robinson used the same
theory in Their book entitled "Why Nations Fail?", of course, they have repaid without
any connection with the book on development and inequality.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The principle of the theory is that the most important reason for the failure of
development efforts and programs in most of the world's developing countries
including Iran, is the “unbalanced distribution of power in the structure of the social
system”.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

It can be argued that three indicators are more important than other indicators of
the unbalanced distribution of power in Iran mentioned in the text of the article.
Naturally, their absence leaves more unfavorable effects on the process of achieving
development and modernity: the first important indicator is the rule of law (In Iran,
laws do not have the necessary enforcement guarantee. For example, most laws arise
from the country's development programs, before and after the revolution; They have
been ignored and not acted upon.); The second indicator is non-inhibitory power
distance (Inequalities in Iran are usually constructed in the form of superior and inferior
positions; which lead to the creation of a deterrent power gap and an unbalanced
distribution of facilities and opportunities, the least of which is the loss of the necessary
conditions for applying the rule of law.). The third important indicator is the presence
of a capable and efficient government (In the absence of an "efficient government",
corruption and nepotism arise, both of hinder the development and real and proper
realization of the functions of the government and bureaucracy).

CONCLUSION

An unbalanced power distribution intervenes as a mediating factor in the
development process. It reverses this process in favor of the intensification of
inequalities, and as a result, causes the continuation and continuation of
underdevelopment. The three basic challenges of development due to the lack of
symmetrical distribution of power in Iran are: 1) the lack of complete formation of the
modern state; 2) the absence of an efficient bureaucracy and 3) the gap between the
government and the people. In the meantime, foreign intervention and lack of correct
and sufficient use of the opportunities of the international system have intensified the

above three challenges.
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